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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: 

SUBJECT: THE VATICAN AND USSR-A CSCE DEVELOPMENT 


1. VERY RELIABLE VATICAN SOURCE TOLD US THAT SOVIET EMBASSY 
ROME RECENTLY INFORMED VATICAN THAT SOVIETS HAVE ALLOWED THE 
OPENING OE EOUR CATHOLIC "PRAYER CENTERS" IN CENTRAL ASIA. 

THESE CENTERS WILL BE INITIALLY STAFEED BY ITINERANT 
PRIESTS FROM BALTIC REPUBLICS. 


2. VATICAN IS EXTREMELY SECRETIVE ABOUT THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
VATICAN FOREIGN MINISTER CASAROLI IN OUR RECENT CSCE 
CONSULTATIONS MENTIONED SEVERAL "SMALL STEPS" BY SOVIETS 
IN FULFILLMENT OE BASKET THREE PROVISIONS OF HELSINKI FINAL 
ACT (E.G. PERMISSION TO SHIP RELIGIOUS BOOKS INTO LITHUANIA, 
PERMISSION TO BISHOPS TO TRAVEL TO U.S. AND ROME) BUT DID 
NOT SPECIFICALLY CITE THIS ITEM WHICH APPEARS TO US TO BE 
FIRST SIGNIFICANT USSR CONCESSION TO VATICAN SINCE WORLD 
WAR 11. 


3. PERHAPS CASAROLI RETICENCE ON SUBJECT DUE TO NORMAL 
VATICAN CAUTION AND WISH TO VERIFY IMPLEMENTATION 
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DIRECTLY THROUGH OWN SOURCES. ALTERNATIVELY, THERE 
MAY EXIST BILATERAL AGREEMENT NOT TO REVEAL DEVELOP- 
MENT UNTIL BELGRADE. CERTAINLY IT WOULD BE TO SOVIET 
INTEREST TO DRAMATIZE DEVELOPMENT IN BELGRADE FORUM. 

4. DELAY IN MAKING PUBLIC SOVIET CONCESSION MAY ALSO 
SERVE AS SWORD TO DEFLECT VATICAN CRITICISM OF SOVIET 
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PERFORMANCE PRIOR TO BELGRADE. IN THIS THE SOVIETS 
MAY HAVE COPIED A VATICAN TACTIC. WE KNOW THAT VATICAN 
HAS DELAYED SEVERAL TIMES PLANS FOR PUBLICATION OF 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT AND IS USING THIS AS INSTRUMENT TO 
OBTAIN MORE CONCESSIONS FROM EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
BY INDICATING THAT AN ANNEX TO THE ACT WOULD INCLUDE 
VARIOUS VATICAN STATEMENTS REFLECTING ON PROGRESS MADE 
IN IMPLEMENTATION SINCE SIGNING OF ACT IN 1975. (A 
SIMILAR APPROACH WAS USED BY VATICAN IN CONTACTS WITH 
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN GOVERNMENT IN LATE 1976 PRIOR 
TO THE DRAFTING OF THE POPE'S STATE-OF-THE- WORLD 
MESSAGE.)GARDNER 
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